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TREK Diagnostic Sys-
tems is proud to an-
nounce the third party
publication of a compara-
tive paper involving the
VersaTREK  Automated
Microbial Detection Sys-
tem and the BacT/
ALERT® 3D in the Febru-
ary 2007 Journal of Clini-
cal Microbiology.

The study was performed
at Duke University Medi-
cal Center, and the clini-
cal objective was to com-
pare the performance of
the VersaTREK REDOX
two-bottle media system
to the BacT/ALERT using
standard media. Blood
cultures were drawn from
adult patients with sus-
pected bacteremia/
fungemia per physician
request.

The outcome of the

study demonstrated
that VersaTREK has
several advantages

over the BacT/ALERT
standard bottle:

Adequate fill volumes
were found more often
with VersaTREK.

Of the 7,762 blood cul-
tures drawn, 69% were
compliant meaning that
all four bottles contained
adequate blood fills (6-9
ml per each bottle).

BacT/ALERT bottles
were more than two to
three times more under-
filled than the REDOX
bottles depending on
the bottle type (BacT/
ALERT Standard aerobic
= 892, BacT/ALERT Stan-
dard anaerobic = 638;
TREK REDOX 1 = 265,
TREK REDOX 2 = 347).

All microbiologists know
that volume is the single
most important variable in
a blood culture and the
recommended volume
from adults is 20-30 ml
per blood culture set.
The VersaTREK system
demonstrated more con-
sistent adequate fill vol-
umes in this study. In
addition, with  Versa-
TREK, when maximum
draws are not obtainable
(otherwise  known as
“short draws”) the system
is cleared for a minimal
draw of 0.1 ml without
supplementation. The
reason for this is the en-
riched formula of the RE-
DOX media and the fact
that both the aerobic and
anaerobic bottles work
synergistically to provide
optimum environments for
a broad range or microor-
ganisms

VersaTREK significantly
recovered more Strep-
tococci/Enterococci sp.

Although both systems
were able to recover 60
isolates in the Strepto-
cocci/Enterococci  sp.
group, sixteen isolates
were recovered only from
VersaTREK.

VersaTREK demon-
strated trends in recov-
ering more Staphylo-
coccus aureus and an-
aerobic bacteria.

When examining the clini-
cally important isolates
recovered in this study, it
is clear to see that a trend
exists with VersaTREK in
recovering more Staphy-
lococcus aureus and an-
aerobic bacteria than the
BacT/ALERT. Upon fur-
ther examination of ALL
bottle data, regardless of
fill volume, the trend now
becomes clinically signifi-
cant and demonstrates
better recovery of S.
aureus, anaerobic bacte-
ria and ALL organisms
combined for Versa-
TREK'.

This data coincides with a
previous study regarding
VersaTREK’s predeces-
sor the ESP Culture Sys-
tem Il against the BacT/
ALERT?,

Significantly more or-
ganisms were detected
by VersaTREK for pa-
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TREK ANNOUNCES VERSATREK® COMPARATIVE STUDY IN
THE ASM JOURNAL OF CLINICAL MICROBIOLOGY

By DeAna Paustian, Global VersaTREK Product Manager
TREK Diagnostic Systems

tients on antimicrobial
therapy.

The higher dilution factor
in the REDOX bottles
compared to the 40 mi
BacT/ALERT bottles, al-
lows the VersaTREK sys-
tem to dilute out inhibitory
host factors as well as the
dilution of antibiotics from
those patients on therapy.
In addition, no episodes
were _missed by the
VersaTREK regardless
of antimicrobic therapy.

In  conclusion, Versa-
TREK performed well in
the study and demon-
strated several advan-
tages over the BacT/
ALERT standard bottle.
For more information on
the study please refer to
the February 2007 Jour-
nal of Clinical Microbiol-
ogy or email DeAna M.
Paustian at dpaustian
@trekds.com.

1 Data on file at TREK Diagnostic
Systems.

2 Zwadyk, P, L. Pierson, and C.
Young. 1994. Comparison of Difco
ESP and Organon-Teknika BacT/
ALERT 16 Continuous-Monitoring
Blood Culture Systems.
J.Clin.Microbiol. 32:1273-1279).
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TREK WELCOMES PRINCESS MARGARET HOSPITAL IN
NASSAU, BAHAMAS INTO OUR VERSATREK FAMILY!

By DeAna Paustian, Global VersaTREK Product Manager

Jeffrey Webber, Senior Technical Support Specialist
TREK Diagnostic Systems

TREK Diagnostic Sys-
tems is proud to an-
nounce the first Versa-
TREK installation at Prin-
cess Margaret Hospital
on the beautiful island of
Nassau, Bahamas. On
January 31 two Versa-
TREK 240 units were
installed at the site. Pre-
vious to the VersaTREK
being installed, the site
used the Bactec 9240
from Becton Dickenson
for blood cultures and the
BD 460 for mycobacteria
detection and suscepti-
bilities. With Versa-
TREK’s four tests in one
platform, only one instru-
ment is needed to handle
all their automated liquid
culture needs; blood,
sterile body fluids, myco-
bacteria and M. tubercu-
losis susceptibility test-
ing.

At TREK Diagnostic Sys-
tems we pride ourselves

on providing excellent
customer service and
believe in “going the ex-
tra mile” for our custom-
ers. The installation at
this site was no excep-
tion. Our installation
team, comprised of field
service engineers, sales
and technical support,
realized that the installa-
tion at Princess Margaret
Hospital might be chal-
lenging, but was very
successful.

Training the enthusiastic
laboratory staff went well
and the users were
happy to have the new
and unique comprehen-
sive detection technology
that VersaTREK has to
offer. VersaTREK tech-
nology involves head-
space pressure changes
that occur with either the
production or con-
sumption of any gas

and is not limited to CO,
production like the com-
petitors.

As with any new equip-
ment brought into the
lab, validation testing
was performed and the
VersaTREK system
passed with flying colors!

Stay tuned for more in-
formation regarding the
Bahamas installation in
the Fall edition of the
International/Clinical
Newsletter

FUN FACTS ABOUT THE BAHAMAS

. The Bahamas consist of over
700 islands, of which only about

30 are inhabited

. Explorer Christopher Columbus
made his first landfall in the
New World in the city of San

Salvador in 1492

. There are no rivers in the

Bahamas

. The islands of the Bahamas are
made entirely of calcium carbonate

. The Bahamas has the world’s third longest barrier reef

. Main exports of the Bahamas are pharmaceuticals, cement, rum,
crawfish and refined petroleum products

. The island of Bimini is the big game fishing capital of the world
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CLSI:

THE IMPORTANCE OF TREK’S INVOLVEMENT

By Cindy Knapp, Director of Laboratory Services,
TREK Diagnostic Systems

Most everyone involved
in laboratory practice has
knowledge of the Clinical
and Laboratory Stan-
dards Institute (CLSI, for-
merly NCCLS). This or-
ganization promotes the
best practices in labora-
tory testing. The process
utilized to develop these
guidelines is based on
the use of a voluntary
consensus-driven  proc-
ess utilizing viewpoints

satisfaction, and

3. continuous improve-
ment to our product lines.

TREK recognizes the
importance of being in-
volved up front in the
CLSI consensus process.
Therefore, TREK employ-
ees volunteer to support
each of the following sub-
committees:

closely with each of the
subcommittee’s by par-
ticipating in studies to set
new antimicrobials quality
control ranges, develop
new standard methodolo-
gies for microbroth test-
ing for D-test , cefoxitin
Staph aureus screen,
Campylobacter, Myco-
bacterium, Yeast, Asper-
gillus, and Pasturella spe-
cies.

from industry . M27, M38, and M44 With TREK’s active in-
(Pharmaceutical, Medical Antifungal suscepti- volvement in CLSI we
device, etc), government, bility testing, voting can offer our customers
and the healthcare pro- member, Cindy earlier new custom plate
fessions. CLSI is a global Knapp configurations, specialty
organization with over . M24 Mycobacteria broths for new testing

30% outside North Amer-
ica and continuing to in-
crease. It is comprised of
>2,000 member organiza-
tions and >2,000 volun-

antimicrobial testing,
voting member, Scott
Killian

. M50 Quality Control
for commercial ID

teers. Presently CLSI systems, Observer,

produces over 160 volun- Anne Butler

tary consensus stan- . M31 Veterinary an-

dards, in the clinical and timicrobial testing,

veterinary laboratory ar- advisor, Jenny Lor-

eas, and distributes over bach

75,000 per year. . M100, M11, M7,&M2,
Antimicrobial testing

TREK’s commitment to subcommittee, Ob-

our quality management servers, Cindy

system involves:

1. maintaining consis-
tent quality of our
products,

2. customer service and

Knapp, Scott Killian,
Jenny Lorbach and
Maureen Mansfield

With this commitment to
CLSI we work very

methodologies and up-
dated expert rules that
will meet the new guide-
lines.

TREK INTRODUCES
A WHOLE NEW WAY TO
VISUALIZE YOUR
SUSCEPTIBILITY RESULTS

S—
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SEE HOW AT ASM 2007, BOOTH #113
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TREK ANNOUNCES NEWEST DISTRIBUTOR: SOMAGEN

TREK is pleased to an-
nounce the addition of
our newest distributor:
Somagen Diagnostics.
Somagen is now the ex-
clusive distributor of
TREK products to the
clinical market in Canada.

Located in Alberta,
Somagen is Canada’s
largest and fastest grow-
ing Clinical Diagnostic
Distributor.  They have
years of experience and
success with instrumen-
tation sales and support,
as well as supplies.

Somagen is a privately
held company that was
founded as Immucor
Canada Inc. in 1988.
Immucor supported the
Canadian Blood Bank
market before moving
into other clinical labora-
tory niche markets. The
company eventually
evolved into Somagen, a
leader in several markets
including Cellular Pathol-
ogy, POC Diagnostics,
Electrophoresis and Im-
munology. Some of their
key partnerships include
Sebia Electrophoresis

AN EXCITING NEW
By Jeffery Webber,

TREK has just completed
work on an enhanced
temperature regulation
algorithm for the Versa-
TREK blood culture ana-
lyzer. The new firmware
will provide better tem-
perature regulation, sta-
bility and control.

Due to the nature of the
upgrade, all current
Alarm/Temperature
boards will need to be
upgraded at TREK.

(France), Biosite Diag-
nostics (U.S.), Tosoh
Medics (Japan), Phadia
(Sweden) and Roche
(AVL) Diagnosics
(Canada).

In regards to the market,
the Canadian clinical
market is different than
other markets, such as
the U.S., since the
healthcare system is run
by the government. In
addition, the healthcare
system is set up region-
ally.

Somagen’s highly techni-
cal sales force covers the
entire country, with repre-
sentatives in all 10 of the
provinces in Canada. In
fact, most of their sales
personnel have labora-
tory backgrounds. They
distribute a wide range of
products in a number of

disciplines, including
chemistry, hematology,
reproductive  medicine,

endocrinology and
micro/molecular biology.

According to their corpo-
rate philosophy, Soma-
gen strives to act as the

manufacturers’ partner in
Canada by providing the
customer with levels of
service and support equal
or better than that seen
from any multi-national
diagnostic company.

Somagen supported the
official launch of TREK at
the CACMID show in
March, where Sensititre
and VersaTREK equip-
ment were the feature
product in the booth.

ENHANCEMENT FOR VERSATREK
Senior Technical Support Specialist

TREK technical services
will be contacting each
distributor to ship back all
inventory AT boards first
to perform the firmware
reprogramming. After the
inventory boards are re-
turned back to you, they
can be replaced into cur-
rent customer systems.

The new firmware will
allow for enhanced tem-
perature stabilization to
current VersaTREK in-

struments and allow
maximum performance in

extreme temperature
conditions within current
VersaTREK specifica-
tions.

For more information,
contact techsup-

port@trekds.com
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INTRODUCING THE REDOX® TRANSPORTER:
DESIGNED FOR EASY AND QUICK DELIVERY OF BLOOD

CULTURE BOTTLES
By DeAna Paustian, Global VersaTREK Product Manager

TREK Diagnostic Systems

Meet the newest Versa-
TREK® product line ex-
tension, designed for
easy and quick delivery of
blood culture bottles
through pneumatic tube
systems: the REDOX
Transporter. Transport via
pneumatic tube systems
couldn’t be any easier!

The REDOX Transporter
is versatile in that is can
accommodate either the
40 ml or 80 ml REDOX
blood culture bottles. In

addition, the bottles travel
as a set unlike other carri-
ers that can only accom-
modate one bottle at a
time. The precut spaces
allow fast and uncompli-
cated placement of the
bottles into the carrier.
The device is made of
long-lasting foam material
that can withstand com-
mon disinfection agents
used in the laboratory and
the durable cross-linked
polyethylene foam pro-
tects bottles traveling

through pneumatic tube
systems.

The REDOX Transporter
is sold in quantities of 10
to a box. If you would
like to order this product,
please call us at +1 216-
351-8735.

INTRODUCING THE NEW SENSITITRE® ELECTRONIC

PIPETTE

By Amy Miskov, Associate Product Manager
TREK Diagnostic Systems

TREK is happy to an-
nounce the newest mem-
ber of the Sensititre fam-
ily, the Sensititre Elec-
tronic Multichannel Pipette
(Part No. V4009). TREK
has a continued commit-
ment to provide quality,
efficient, and ergonomi-
cally correct products to
our customers. The addi-
tion of the Sensititre Elec-
tronic Multichannel Pipette
is specifically designed for
users who inoculate Sen-
sititre plates manually.

The new multichannel
pipette offers advanced
ergonomics without losing
any accuracy. One of the
most common injuries in
laboratories is due to the
repetitive stress of pipet-
ting. The Sensititre elec-
tronic pipette is the only
pipette that keeps your

hand in the neutral posi-
tion recommended by er-
gonomics experts, in-
creasing comfort, effi-
ciency and accuracy. A
spring action design al-
lows for effortless tip ejec-
tion. The upright position
of the pipette design al-
lows for a comfortable

easy grip.

The new pipette offers the

most versatile manual
plate inoculation system
on the market. Features
include:

. Can dose a plate in
less than 10 seconds!

. Delivers 25 to 1250yl
in 5yl increment set-
tings

. Offers multiple pro-
grammable settings
and easy single deliv-

ery set up with the
ease of using a touch
pad

. Accommodates multi-
ple plate formats with
single or multiple iso-
lates and media op-
tions

Please call us at +44
1342-318777 with ques-
tions regarding the avail-
ability of the pipette.
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ASM 2007- TREK BooTH #113

TREK Diagnostic Sys-
tems will present their
range of innovative prod-
ucts, including the Versa-
TREK® Automated Micro-
bial Detection System,
and ARIS 2X completely
automated AST/ID Sys-
tem at the 107th Ameri-

can Society for Microbiol-
ogy General Meeting in
Toronto, Canada May 22-
24, 2007.

TREK’s will be showcas-
ing their products at
booth #113. Don’t for-
get—we will be introduc-
ing our newest visual

TREK DISCOVERY WORKSHOPS

TREK’s Discovery Work-
shops give you the oppor-
tunity to learn the scien-
tific principles behind our
products from the ex-
perts, hear testimonials
from actual users and
participate in hands-on
product demonstrations.
Attendees  receive 4
P.A.C.E. credits.

TREK has several Dis-
covery Workshops

planned for 2007, includ-
ing:
. Miami, FL:

April 24th

Cincinnati, OH:

June 26th

Los Angeles, CA:
August

Boston, MA:
September/October
International dates
and sites: to be deter-
mined

read option to the Sensiti-
tre system! Stop by our
booth for a product dem-
onstration and receive a
special gift!

Keep watching for more
dates and locations to be
released!

To sign up for a work-

shop, contact Tracy
Jarden at 1-800-871-
8909 ext. 205, or

tiarden@trekds.com. For
more information, email
info@trekds.com.
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